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Definition of a clinical nurse specialist in cancer nurse
from the literature
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47%
53%

(n=2)

(n=7)

(n=8)
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87%

Nurse Specialist 

Nurse Specialist in
Oncology

Branch Nurse 

Clinical Nurse Specialist

(n=13)

European Commission (2000) Study of Specialist Nurses in Europe
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Hierarchy of European Union Law

Only 1 EU policy document that 
refers to specialist nursing (Breast 
specialist nurse) Eurosoma and 
Europa Donna guidance on 
requirements for specialist breast 
cancer centres
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•Purpose was the identification of characteristics of nursing, work   

conditions, education, nursing developments issues

• Postal survey n = 22, responses n=20

• Post-graduate cancer nursing programmes were available in 16 
of 

20  countries 

The status of cancer nursing – a European perspective

Franziska Schneider: Erasmus Apprentice, 
Student in Health Care Management and 
Expertise

22.11.08

Brussels

Policy Analysis and Survey of Specialist 
Cancer Nursing in Europe

6

Sara Faithfull: Professor of Cancer Nursing, 
FHMS, Surrey University, Guildford

20  countries 

• EONS Core Curriculum for Post-Basic Cancer Nursing

• Positions for advanced practitioners at Masters level are 
available

in 4 countries

Glaus, A. (2001) The Status of Cancer Nursing – a European Perspective



Advanced 
Practitioner in 
Cancer Care

Clinical Nurse 
Specialist in 
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Master, PhD
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General nurses

Specialist in 
Cancer Care

Cancer Nurse

Post Graduate 
Diploma (Master)

Post registration course/ 
certificate in cancer 
nursing, Bachelor

Diploma, Bachelor



EONS Project: Analysis of  Specialist Cancer Nursing
in Europe (2008)

Expected outcomes are:

1. Summary of current EU policy of nursing / specialist nursing in 
cancer care
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2. Definition of cancer nursing roles and national legislation & 
education for specialist cancer nurse across Europe

3. Case study of differing models of specialist nursing provision 
from across Europe (for those that do and those that don’t to 
compare)



UK

Ireland

Belgium
Poland

Lithuania

Estonia

Denmark

Responses to the Questionnaire 
By Country
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Italy

Greece

Bulgaria

Belgium

Slovenia
Croatia

Czech

Portugal
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Study abroad
Enhance Clinical Mobility

Franziska Schneider: Erasmus Apprentice, 
Student in Health Care Management and 
Expertise

22.11.08

Brussels

Policy Analysis and Survey of Specialist 
Cancer Nursing in Europe

10

Sara Faithfull: Professor of Cancer Nursing, 
FHMS, Surrey University, Guildford



ERASMUS - Benefits of a Special Program

1. Stand out in the job marked

2. Get mobile
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2. Get mobile

3. Life skills

4. Language skills

RECOMMENDATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL (2006/962/EC)



• high clinical workload, the lack of support and  

emotional burden 

• need of support to keep on going

• excellent working conditions 

Personal judgement
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• recapture the passion to be a nurse and to work 

with nurses
• highly motivated 


